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1. Responsa Chakham Zevi #167

You asked: If inhabitants of lands other than Israel visit Israel, how should they practice on the
Three Festivals, like inhabitants of Israel or like inhabitants of lands other than Israel?

2. Mishnah Pesachim 4:1

In a place where the practice is to do labor on the eve of Passover until noon, they do so. In a place
where the practice is not to, they do not. One who goes from a place where they do to a place
where they don’t, or from a place where they don'’t to a place where they do, has placed upon him
the stringencies of the place he departed and the place he arrived, and a person should not practice
differently lest there be controversy.

3. BT Pesachim 51b

This works well - One who goes from a place where they do to a place where they don’t, has placed
upon him the stringencies of the place he arrived, and a person should not practice differently lest
there be controversy, and should not do. But from a place where they don’t to a place where they
do, and a person would not practice differently lest there be controversy, and do? But you said we
place upon him the stringencies of the place he departed?!

Abbayei said: It refers to the first case (only).

Rava said: Actually to the second case, and it means to say that here there is no issue of practicing
differently lest there be controversy. You said that an observer would conclude that labor was
prohibited - he would actually just say “How many idlers there are in the marketplace!”

4. Responsa Avkat Rocheil (Rav Yosef Caro)

Question: Why do those who go up to Israel for the Festivals pray publicly like inhabitants of other
lands without any objection?

5. BT Chullin 93b

R. Yochanan said to R. Shmn bar Abba: Those mashed testicles are permissible, but you may not
eat them, for it is written: “Do not abandon your mother’s rules”.

6. Rashito 5

“Do not abandon your mother’s rules” - the practice of your place, for you are from Bavel and their
practice treats it as forbidden

7. BT Yevamot 13b

We learned in a Mishnah elsewhere: The megillah is read on the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth,
fourteenth, and fifteenth, not before or after.

Resh Lakish said to R. Yochanan: Is this not considered a violation of “lo titgodedu”, do not split
into factions?

He replied: Have you not learned “In a place where the practice is to do labor on the eve of
Passover until noon, they do so. In a place where the practice is not to, they do not.”?

He replied: | spoke to you about prohibitions, and you are speaking to me of custom!

Is that case really not one of prohibition?

He replied: There, an observer would say “he has no work”.

8. Rashito7

Do not split into factions - because it appears as if they are practicing two different Torot when the
villages read the megillah on market days and large cities on the fourteenth and walled cities on the
fifteenth.

| spoke to you about prohibitions - for the Rabbis forbade “people of the fourteenth”, for if they desire
to read on the fifteenth they cannot, and similarly the “people of the fifteenth” on the fourteenth, and
it seems like two Torot.



9. BT Beitzah 4b

A formal Amoraic statement: The two festival days of exile - Rav says (an egg) born on the first day
is permitted on the second, and R. Asi says (an egg) born on the first day is forbidden on the
second,

R. Zeira said: R. Asi’s position is reasonable, as we now know how the calendar will be set but
nonetheless practice two days.

Abbayei said: Rav’s position is reasonable, for we learned in a mishnah: “Originally they set signal
fires. When the Cuthim interfered with this system, they established a system of messengers”, so if
the Cuthim would disappear we would practice one day, and in places the messengers reached in
time they keep one day. So why do we, who know how the calendar will be established, practice two
days? Because a message came from there: Carefully preserve your ancestor’s practice. Perhaps
the government will persecute you and corruption will occur.

10. Piskei R. Isaiah diTrani Pesachim 51b

For this practice we did not establish on our own, but rather a message came from there that we
should carefully preserve the practice of our ancestors, and they decreed and were stringent upon
us to do this, so it is a rabbinic decree

11. Rabbeinu Asher Yevamot 1:9

And Rava concludes that regarding the megillah, even though it is read for citydwellers on the
fourteenth and earlier for villagers, “lo titgodedu” does not apply because these practices do not
stem from disagreement, but rather the location generates the practice, and if an inhabitant of one
place would go to another he would behave as they do. Thus it does not seem like two Torot.

12. Responsa Avkat Rocheil op cit

One who came from Outside to the Land and intends to return is grouped with the Outsiders, and it
is an everyday occurrence every year that people from Outside go up for the Three Festivals from
Outside to the Land and do the holiday of exile with all technicalities just as they do Outside.

Not only that, they gather groups and pray and read Torah and Haftarah with the preceding and
following blessings as they would Outside. This has been done since the earliest days in front of
world-class Rabbis and no one has ever objected.

As for why they pray publicly in apparent disregard of the Mishnaic dictum “a person should not
practice differently lest there be controversy”. when it would have been suffcient for them to pray
privately, we seem compelled to conclude that those great rabbis held that this Mishnah applies only
to labor and similar isues, which could have grave consequences, but prayer, even if all were to pray
in accordance with the prctice of their place of origin, there would be no grave consequesnces and
nothing to be concerned about.

13. Responsa Chakham Zevi op cit

In my humble opinion they must behave as residents of the Land with regard to the festivals, and
this is not a case in which we impose the “stringencies of the place he departed”, with regard to both
prayers and labor. That rule only applies where the inhabitants of the place of arrival could
permissibly observe his practice, but it would be Biblically forbidden for residents of Israel to observe
an extra festival day.

Even though they sent a message “carefully preserve your ancestors’ practice lest the government
persecute you and corruption occur”, in this case the potential corruption is only relevant while they
remain Outside.



14. BT Pesachim 51b-52a

R. Safra said to R. Abba: People like us, who know how the calendar is established, in settled areas
| don't, lest there be controversy. In the wilderness may I? He said: This is what R. Ami said: In
settled areas forbidden, in the wilderness permitted?

15. Novellae of Chatam Sofer (R. Moses Sofer) to Pesachim 51b

See the language of Raavan to Tractate Pesachim:

“R. Safra said to R. Abba: |, who knows how he calendar is established, but the people of my place
keep two days, when | go to Israel, where they have but one day, | do not in settled areas because
of the stringencies of the place which | came from. In the wilderness of Israel may | on a day which
is not sacred? Did the rabbis say in this type of case that we place upon him the stringencies of the
place he departed or not . . .”

From the ends of his words it is evident that the practice of two days is in an urban setting because
of ancestral practice, But if one spends the Festival in an area which has always been uninhabited,
and thus has no ancestral practice, it's possible one would be permitted to do the kinds of labor
forbidden on festivals, for the decree applies essentially to the places and not the people . . . And
Raavan teaches us that actually one must keep the second day even in wildernesses outside Israel.
Now, in the beginning of his words R. Safra finds it obvious that when visiting settled areas in Israel
he must keep two days. But as this is true of Outside wildernesses only because of the principle
that we try to avoid fine legal distinctions when legislating, extending this rule to the wildernesses of
Israel would be like making a decree about another decree (which is illegitimate halakhically) . . . He
concludes that in the deserts of Israel it is permissible because it would be a decree about a decree,
and so Raavan'’s text excludes the words “in settled areas | will not lest there be controversy”.

See Responsa Chakham Zevi who tends to be stringent and forbid an Outsider from keeping the
second day in Israel lest he violate “don’t add:, but the Raavan proves conclusively that this is
incorrect.

Nonetheless, one can avoid the issue by going out ino the wilderness and performing some slight
forbidden labor.

16. Raavan Pesachim 435

R. Chisda said to R. Abba: |, who knows how the calendar is established, but the people of my
place keep two days, when | go to Israel, where they have but one day, | do not in settled areas
because of the stringencies of the place where | am. In the wilderness of Israel may | on a day
which is not sacred? Did the rabbis say in this type of case that we place upon him the stringencies
of the place he departed or not . . .”

17. Rabbeinu Chananel; to Pesachim 51b-52a

R. Chisda said to R. Abba: | know when the months are fixed, but the people of my location make
two days. When | travel to the Land of Israel, where they have only one day, in the settled area |
don’t do it because of the stringency of the place where | am. In the wilderness of the Land of Israel,
do | do it on a day which is not sacred? Did the Rabbis say in such a case in the wilderness that “we
place upon him the stringencies of the place he left from” or not?

He replied: So said R. Ami: “In the settled area forbidden, in the desert permissible”.

Since he asked him about the wilderness in the Land of Israel, we can deduce that in his land it was
forbidden in all places!

We learn from this that any matter regarding which the practice of Bavel is to forbid, in all its suburbs
one may not behave differently, as we said “in Bavel and its suburbs the practice was like Rav, in
Neharda and its suburbs the practice was like Shmuel”.

18. The Code of Jewish Law of Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liady, Orach Chayyim 496:11, with
footnotes.

18 People from outside the Land of Israel who come to the Land of Israel, even though they intend to
return, they only make one day like the residents of the Land of Israel. %" Some authorities disagree
(with this ruling).

18
19 Raavan



