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1. Berakhot 61b
“Love Hashem your G-d” — a beraita: Rabbi Eliezer says: Once it says “with all your life-force”, why
does it need to say “with all your possessions”? Because — for people who hold their bodies more dear
than their money, it says “with all your life-force”, and for people who hold their money more dear than
their bodies, it says “with all your life-force”. Rabbi Akiva says: “With all your life-force” — even if He
takes your life-force.
A beraita: Once the evil government issued a decree prohibiting Israel from studying Torah.
Pappas son of Yehudah found Rabbi Akiva assembling large groups to study Torah. He said to him:
Akiva, are you not afraid of the government?
R. Akiva replied: | will tell you a parable. To what is this similar?
To a fox walking along the river who saw fish travelling en masse from place to place. He said
to them: Why are you fleeing?
They replied: Because of the nets brought upon us by human beings.
He said to them: Do you wish to come up on the land, and we will dwell together as my
ancestor dwelt with your ancestor?
They replied: You are said to be the cleverest of beasts? You are not clever, but rather foolish!
If we are frightened in a place where we can survive, how much more so in a place that must
inevitably kill us!
So too we — if we are scared while studying Torah, which writes about itself “for it is your life and the
extender of your days”, how much more so if we were to abandon it!
They said: It was not long before they arrested R. Akiva and jailed him, and arrested Pappas son of
Yehudah and jailed him beside R. Akiva.
He said to him: Pappas! What brings you here?
Pappas replied: Fortunate are you, Akiva, who has been arrested for Torah, and woe to me, Pappas,
who has been arrested for worthless things.
When R. Akiva was taken out to be executed it was the time of Keriat Shema. They were combing his
flesh with metal combs while he accepted the Yoke of the Government of Heaven.
His students said to him: Rebbe, thus far?
He said to them: All my days | was pained by the verse “with all your life-force” — even if He takes your
spirit, wondering when | would have the opportunity to fulfill it. Now that | have the opportunity, should |
not fulfill it?
He extended the word “echad” (one) until his life-force departed on that word.
A voice emerged from Heaven saying: Fortunate are you, R. Akiva, whose life-force departed with
“‘echad”.
The ministering angels said before the Holy One Blessed Be He: This is Torah, and this is its reward?
“From the dead, O Hashem, from the dead . . .”?!
He replied: Their portion is in life.
A voice emerged from Heaven saying: Fortunate are you, R. Akiva, who is reserved for the life of the
World to Come.
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2. Menachot 29b

Said Rav Yehudah in the name of Rav: When Mosheh went on High, he found The Holy One Blessed
Be He tying crowns onto letters.

He said before Him: Master of the Universe, who is preventing you (from giving the Torah as is)?

G-d replied: There will be a man, Akiva son of Joseph by name, who will derive from each point of
these crowns heaps and heaps of laws.

He said before Him: Master of the Universe, show him to me.

G-d replied: Go backward.

He went and sat at the end of the eighth row, and had no idea what they were saying, so he grew faint.
When they hit a certain matter, R. Akiva’'s students asked him: Rebbe, where do you get this from?
He said to them: It is a Law from Mosheh at Sinai.

This calmed him.

He returned to The Holy One Blessed Be He and said before Him: Master of the Universe, You have
such a man and yet You give the Torah through me?

G-d replied: Be silent! Thus it came up in My Mind.

He said before Him: Master of the Universe: You have shown me his Torah — show me his reward!
G-d replied: Go backward.

He went and saw R. Akiva's flesh being weighed in baskets in the marketplace.

He said before him: Master of the Universe, this is Torah and this is its reward?!

G-d replied: Be silent! Thus it came up in My Mind.

3. Yoma 19b

A beraita: A certain Sadducee (who was serving as High Priest) prepared the Day of Atonement
incense-offering outside the Holy Of Holies and brought it in. When he emerged he was extremely
joyous.

His father met him and said: My son, although we are Sadducees, we live in fear of the Pharisees.

He replied: All my days | was pained by the verse “for in a cloud | will appear over the ark-cover” —

wondering when | would have the opportunity to fulfill it. Now that | have the opportunity, should | not
fulfill it?!

They said: It was not long before he died and was thrown into the dump, and worms came out of his

nose.
Some say: He was struck down as he emerged, as in a beraita taught by R. Chiyya: A sort of voice was
heard in the Sanctuary, as an angle came and struck him on the face. His fellow priests entered and
found the footprint of a calf between his shoulders, as it is written “and their legs are straight legs, and

their feet are like the foot of a calf”.

4. Rashi to Genesis 1:1

G-d created — It doesn’t say “Hashem created” because originally it came up in His Mind to create the
world via the Attribute of Justice. When He realized that the world would not survive, he preemptively
partnered the Attribute of Mercy with that of Justice. This is the meaning of “On the day that Hashem G-

d made Earth and Heaven.
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5. Tanchuma Chukkat 24

“And they will bring to you” — Said R. Yosei son of R. Chanina: The Holy One Blessed Be He said to
Mosheh: To you | am revealing the rationale for the Red Heifer, but to others it will be an unexplained
decree.

Said R. Huna: Scripture says “For | will pick a time at which | will judge straightforwardly”, and also “On
that day there will be no light, only flashes and darkness — things which are hidden from you in this world
will be revealed to you in the World to Come, like those blind people who become sighted, as it is written
“I will lead the blind on a path they have not known . . . | will make the darkness light before them . . .
these things | have done”; it says “have done”, and not “will do”, because | have already done these
things for R. Akiva and his colleagues.

Said R. Yosei son of R. Chanina: He hinted to him that all the Red Heifers eventually get used up, but
Mosheh'’s endures forever.

R. Acha said in the name of aid R. Yosei son of R. Chanina: When Mosheh went on High o receive the
Torah, he heard the Voice of The Holy One Blessed Be He learning the Torah portion dealing with the
Red Heifer, saying the laws in the name of those who taught them, vis. “R. Eliezer says “eglah refers to
cows in their first year and parah to cows in their second year.”

Said Mosheh: Master of the Universe, the inhabitants of the upper and lower worlds are all yours, and
you say laws in the name of flesh and blood?

He said to him: A righteous man will stand in my world and open the discussion of the Red Heifer - “R.
Eliezer says eglah refers to cows in their first year and parah to cows in their second year”.

He said before Him: May it be your will that he come from my loins.

He said to Him: By your life, he is from your loins,

As it is written “the name of the one was Eliezer” — the name of the unique one is Eliezer.

6. Berakhot 7a

And R. Yochanan also said this in the name of R. Yosei:

Mosheh asked three things of The Holy One Blessed Be He, and He granted them.

1) He asked that the Divine Presence rest on the people of Israel, and this was granted, as it says
“would it not be by Your travelling with us”.

2) He asked that the Divine Presence not rest on idolaters, and this was granted, as it says “and | and
Your people will be distinguished”.

3) He asked to be informed of the ways of The Holy One Blessed Be He, and it was granted, as it says
“Please inform me of Your ways”. (Which means that)

he said before Him: Master of the Universe, why are righteous people who prosper, and righteous
people who suffer? Why are there wicked people who prosper, and wicked people who suffer?

He replied: Mosheh, the righteous who prosper have righteous parents, and the righteous who suffer
have wicked parents. The wicked who prosper have wicked parents, and the wicked who suffer have
wicked parents.

Requote: “the righteous who prosper have righteous parents, and the righteous who suffer have wicked
parents.”

That can’t be! It is written “Who counts the sins of the fathers against the children”, and it is also written
“and children shall not die because of the deeds of the fathers”. We posed the contradiction, and
resolved it by saying that one verse deals with the case where they continue their parents’ deeds, and

one where they don't!
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Rather, this is what G-d said: The righteous who prosper are completely righteous, whereas the
righteous who suffer are incompletely righteous. The wicked who prosper are incompletely wicked, and
the wicked who suffer are completely wicked.

This disagrees with Rabbi Meir, for Rabbi Meir said:

Mosheh was granted two requests, but one he was not granted, as it says

“and (1) 1 will favor Whom | will favor, and (2) show mercy to Whom | will show mercy --even though it is
inappropriate - but “(3) He said: You cannot see My face”.

A tradition in the name of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karchah:

This is what G-d said to Mosheh: When | wanted to show you my face (at the burning

bush), you didn’t want to look. Now that you want to look, | don’t want to show.

This disagrees with Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmeni, for Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmeni said:

Mosheh received three rewards for three actions.

1) For “and Mosheh hid his face”, he earned the glow on his face.

2) For “for he was too awed”, he earned “and they were too in awe to approach him”

3) For “to look”, he earned “and he would look at the temunah of G-d”



