Genesis 24:3
 
I will make you swear by Hashem,  G-d of the Heavens and G –d of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from (among) the daughters of Canaan, among whom I am dwelling.
 
Questions:
 
1)       Why is Avraham so insistent on not having Yitzchak marry a Canaanite woman when he is friendly, even convenantal, with 3 Amorite brothers, and Hashem commanded him to leave his culture and come to Canaan?
2)       Why does Avraham send a servant to find a wife for Yitzchak, rather than sending Yitzchak himself?
3)       Why does Avraham make the servant swear not to marry Yitzchak to a Canaanite woman, rather than making Yitzchak swear not to marry such a woman?
 
 
1)                   Malbim comments that Avraham believed he was sent to Canaan to rescue the world’s most decadent culture, rather than because it was spiritually hospitable.  Many commentators add that the sins of Canaan were sins of the flesh rather than of the spirit, and that Avraham thought that the children of idolaters would be more easily assimilated to monotheism than the children of sensualists to moderation.  K’li Yakar suggests somewhat depressingly that Avraham wished to avoid entanglement with any culture; by sending for a foreign wife, he earned the enmity of the locals and thus protected Yitzchak from their influence, and by insisting that she come to Canaan  rather than Yitzchak going there, he protected Yitzchak from Canaanite influence.  
2)                   One can of course posit either social mores or that Yitzchak would simply not have ben proactive, but Netziv suggests instead that Yitzchak was not allowed to leave Canaan, a standard midrashic claim.  I would suggest, on the basis of a devar torah I heard from Rabbi Joshua Berman, that Yitzchak never recovered from the dismissal of Yishmael, and therefore could not bring himslef to reject people, and therefore would not on his own have been able to reject the Canaanites around him.
3)                   Meshekh Chokhmah derives from here that parents cannot obligate children to follow their wishes in choosing a spouse.
