Rabbi Klapper’s Study Sheet - וארא
After the plague of “frogs” arrives, Par’oh tells Mosheh and Aharon to pray for its removal, promising in exchange to allow the people to leave and worship Hashem.

Exodus 8:5-6

So Mosheh said to Par’oh: Hitpaer alai!  Till when (l’matai) shall I pray for you and your courtiers and your nation, to eliminate the “frogs” from you and your houses, leaving them only in the river?

He said: Till tomorrow.

He said: As per your word, so that you will understand that there is none like Hashem our G-d.

Questions

1) Why doesn’t Par’oh ask for the immediate removal of the frogs?

2) Why does Mosheh introduce the notion of a delay between prayer and removal?

3) What is the correct translation of hitpaer alai?

4) Why will this miracle show the uniqueness of Hashem in a way not previously demonstrated?

1) Commentaries

2) Targum (pseudo)Yonatan, Ibn Ezra, Rashbam? – Mosheh gives Par’oh the honor of determining when the plague will end

3) Rashi, Onkelos? – Mosheh challenges Par’oh – I’ll let you name the time, in case you think that you can think of a challenge too hard for me

4) Ramban – Par’oh misunderstood Mosheh as asking for time, and gave the shortest possible time – Mosheh then told Par’oh that he would wait until then.

4)   Bekhor Shor – Par’oh told Mosheh to have them gone by tomorrow.

1) My Comments

2) The plague of “frogs” is diametrically opposed to the previous one, “blood” – it turns the river from a place of stinking death to one of uncontrolled life.  It seems likely that the firat plague lasted exactly a week – there seems some tension as to whether this plague, absent Par’oh’s request, would also have ended by itself.  One scenario is thus that Par’oh was stalling, hoping that the plague would just end.

3) Par’oh agrees to release the Jews in exchange for the end of the plague.  Delaying the end also means he doesn’t have to confront Mosheh with regard to his end of the bargain – had he allowed Mosheh to end the plague immediately, the promise and the reneging would have been too close together to allow him to rationalize his dishonesty.

