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1. Nachmanides to Genesis 4:23

The explanation I prefer is that Lemekh was a man very proficient in all crafts. He taught his eldest
how to pasture animals properly, his second music, and his third smithing, especially how to make
swords, javelins, spears and other martial gear. Hiw wives were afraid that he would be punished, for
he had brought the sword and murder into the world, thus continuing his ancestor’s ways, as he was
descended from the first murderer, and had created destructive and malevolent capacities.

He said to them: I have not killed a man for bruises, nor a child for wounds, like Kayin, so G-d will
not punish me, Rather, he will protect me from being killed even more than he did Kayin.

What he meant by this was that with swords and spears people cannot kill through wounds and bruises,
and those (slow and agonizing) deaths are worse than death by the sword, and so it is not the sword that
causes the murder, and so the swordmaker is not a sinner.

2. Avraham Ibn Ezra to Genesis 4:8

People born on overcast days ask how Kayin killed Hevel, when there was no sword. This is a silly
question, for he could have strangled him with his hands, and thousands of sicks and stones were
available.

3. Pseudo-Jonathan to Genesis 4:8

Kayin said to his brother Hevel: Let the two of us go out to the field.

When they had gone out to the field, Kayin said to Hevel: I see that the world was created with mercy,
but it is not run so as to reward good deeds, and there is favoritism in judgement. Why was your
sacrifice accepted with favor, while mine was not?

Hevel replied: The world was created with mercy, and it is run so as to reward good deeds, and there is
no favoritism in judgement. My sacrifice was accepted with favor because my deed were superior to
yours.

Kayin replied: There is no judge and no judgement and no World to Come and no reward for the
righteous and no punishment for the wicked.

Hevel replied: There is a judge and judgemen, a World to Come, reward for the righteous and
punishment for the wicked.

They were fighting about these matters on the face of the field when Kayin rose against his brother,
buried a rock in his forehead, and killed him.
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4. Genesis Rabbah 22:7-8

“Kayin said to his brother Hevel. While they were in the field etc.”
What were they debating?

They said: Let us divide the world.

One took the land, and one took the goods.

One said: The land you are standing on is mine.

The other said: The clothes you are wearing are mine.

One said: Strip!

The other said: Fly!

As a result “Kayin rose against his brother and killed him”.

Rabbi Joshua of Sikhnin said in the name of Rabbi Levi:

They divided the land and the goods.

What, then, were they debating?

Each of them said: The Holy Temple will be built in my territory.

(As it is written “While they were in the field”, and “field” is a reference to the Holy Temple, as it is
written (Micah 3:12) “Zion shall be plowed like a field”.)

As a result “Kayin rose against his brother Hevel and killed him”.

Yehudah bar Ami said: They were debating about Chavah, the first woman.

Rabbi Aybo said: Chavah the first woman had returned to the dust.

What, then, were they debating?

Rav Huna said: (A tin sister was born with each of them, but) Hevel also had a triplet sister.
Kayin said: She belongs to me, because I am the firstborn (and the firstborn gets a double portion)
Hevel said: She belongs to me, because she was born with me.

As a result, “Kayin rose against his brother Hevel and killed him”.

Rabbi Yochanan said: Hevel was stronger than Kayin, as the words “Kayin rose” imply that he started
out underneath.

Kayin said to Hevel: We are the only two in the world; what will you tell our father?

Hevel was overcome by mercy.

Immediately, “Kayin rose etc”.

How did he kill him?

Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel said: With a reed, as it is written “a child for my wounds”, implying
something that wounds.

The Rabbis said: With a rock, as it is written “a man for my bruises”, implying something that bruises.
Rabbi Azaryah and Rabbi Yochanan bar Chagi said in the name of Rabbi Yitzchak: Kayin studied
what his father did when sacrificng an ox

5. Genesis Rabbah 2:3
Kayin sought to return the world to chaos.
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6. Rashi to Genesis 4:8
He began an argument with him with the intent of killing him.
There are many aggadic interpretations of this verse, but the above is the meaning of the text.

7. Nachmanides to Genesis 4:8

The meaning of “Kayin said to his broher Hevel” — Rashi says that he began an argument with him
with the intent of killing him. Rabbi Avraham (Ibn Ezra) says that most likely he told Hevel what G-d
had said in reproving him.

To my mind, this phrase is connected to “while they were in the field”, i.e. that he asked him to go out
to the field so he could kill him secretly. Likely his intent was to ensure that he would be the sole
foundation of the world, as he though his father would have no more children. Furthermore, he was
afraid that he would be less of a founder than Hevel, whose sacrifice was accepted.

8. Meshekh Chokhmah (Rabbi Meir Simkhah of Dvinsk, late 19" century) to Genesis 4:8
Kayin thought that when G-d said “and his desire is toward you, and you will rule him” he was
referring to Hevel his brother, meaning that Hevel desired to erase him from the world but that he,
Kayin, would triumph over him, rather than understanding that they referred to sin (as explained in the
Targum). Thus “Kayin said to his brother Hevel” should really be translated “Kayin thought (that G-
d’s words) referred to his brothe Hevel”.

So when G-d said “your brother’s blood cries out to me” he means that He (if such a thing were

possible) caused Kayin’s rage at Hevel.
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The Summer Beit Midrash Rabbi Aryeh Klapper
Gun Control and the Origins of Violence: Biblical Narratives
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